In order to determine the magnitude of the first flush from freeway runoff, three sites in the west Los Angeles area were sampled for 14 storms during the 1999-2000 rainy season. Sample were collected very early in the storm in order to compare water quality from the first runoff to water quality from the middle of the storm. A large range of water quality parameters and metals were analyzed. The data show large first flushes in concentration profiles and moderate first flushes in mass emission rates.
